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Why would He do it?  ~Rev. Michael J. Roth

The mystery of the incarnation is that, at first he thought someone must be throwing 
snowballs against his living room window . Christmas, God became man. In addition to the 
But when he went to the front door to ancient question of how could that be is the 
investigate he found a flock of birds question, why would He do it? This question was 
huddled miserably in the snow . They'd asked of me recently and the short answer I 
been caught in the storm and, in a gave was, because He loved us. I also added 
desperate search for shelter, had tried to that Christ became a man so that He could take 
fly through his large landscape window . the place of man on the cross. I also made 

reference to Heb. 2:17 - For this reason he had Well, he couldn't let the poor creatures lie 
to be made like his brothers in every way , in there and freeze, so he remembered the 
order that he might become a merciful and barn where his children stabled their pony . 
faithful high priest in service to God, and that he That would provide a warm shelter , if he 
might make atonement for the sins of the people.  could direct the birds to it. Quickly he put 
This was followed with the question; couldn't on a coat, galoshes, tramped through the 
God have saved us in another way? T o which I deepening snow to the barn. He opened 
answered, well, theoretically because He is God, the doors wide and turned on a light, but 
I suppose He could do whatever He wanted. the birds did not come in. He figured food 
However, the Scriptures we have do not allow would entice them in. So he hurried back 
for another way for man to be saved. Long after to the house, fetched bread crumbs, 
the conversation I continued to think about the sprinkled them on the snow, making a trail 
mystery of the incarnation and then I to the yellow -lighted wide open doorway 
remembered a wonderful story that P aul Harvey of the stable. But to his dismay, the birds 
used to tell at Christmastime. His answer might ignored the bread crumbs, and continued 
have been better than mine. Let me share it with to flap around helplessly in the snow . He 
you here: tried catching them...He tried shooing 
The Man and the Birds by Paul Harvey them into the barn by walking around 
The man to whom I'm going to introduce you was them waving his arms...Instead, they 
not a scrooge; he was a kind decent, mostly good scattered in every direction, except into the 
man. Generous to his family , upright in his warm, lighted barn. 
dealings with other men. But he just didn't And then, he realized that they were 
believe all that incarnation stuff which the afraid of him. T o them, he reasoned, I am 
churches proclaim at Christmas Time. It just didn't a strange and terrifying creature. If only I 
make sense and he was too honest to pretend could think of some way to let them know 
otherwise. He just couldn't swallow the Jesus that they can trust me...That I am not 
Story, about God coming to Earth as a man. trying to hurt them, but to help them. But 
"I'm truly sorry to distress you," he told his wife, how? Because any move he made tended 
"but I'm not going with you to church this to frighten them, confuse them. They just 
Christmas Eve." He said he'd feel like a hypocrite. would not follow . They would not be led or 
That he'd much rather just stay at home, but that shooed because they feared him. 
he would wait up for them. And so he stayed and "If only I could be a bird," he thought to 
they went to the midnight service. himself, "and mingle with them and speak 
Shortly after the family drove away in the car , their language. Then I could tell them not 
snow began to fall. He went to the window to to be afraid. Then I could show them the 
watch the flurries getting heavier and heavier way to safe, warm...to the safe warm 
and then went back to his fireside chair and barn. But I would have to be one of them 
began to read his newspaper. Minutes later he so they could see, and hear and 
was startled by a thudding sound...Then another , understand." 
and then another . Sort of a thump or a thud... A t continued on page 3
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Ladies Aid ~Rose Doroh
DECEMBER LADIES AID MEETING will be on Tuesday, 
December 1 in the Church Fellowship Hall starting
7:00 pm. Our P rogram will be our Annual Christmas P arty, 
celebrating the Birth of our Lord! P astor Roth will be our 
Speaker for the night. Chairman, Donna P echtel and her 
December Committee will host the event. 
 
ANNUAL LADIES COOKIE AND CRAFT SALE. Ladies don't 
forget our Annual Cookie and Craft Sale on Sunday , 
December 13 after each W orship Service. Any monetary 
donations or Cookie Donations would be greatly 
appreciated. Homemade cookies can be of one kind or 
mixed (at least 2 dozen) should be delivered Saturday 
Morning , December 12th, before 10:00 am, in the School 
Cafeteria. Orders for cookies can be taken before the sale 
date. If interested, please call Esther Godfrey at
944-5567 or Barb K arstens at 429-0647.
 
FYI: The Ladies Aid Cookie and Craft Sale each year 
supports our Christmas Donations to: Bethesda Lutheran 
Home & Services, Lutheran Bible Translators, Lutheran 
Braille Workers, Lutheran Hour Ministries, T rinity Church for 
Supplies, and four other donations. The Ladies Aid THANKS 
THE CONGREGATION for helping do the L ORD'S WORK. 
 
There will be NO Ladies Aid Meeting for the month of 
January 2010. Ladies Aid will resume In February 2010.
 
The Ladies Aid Board Meeting will meet T uesday, January 
26, 2010, in the Church Fellowship Hall, at 1:00 pm.
 
All ladies of Trinity are invited to our meetings.
 
At this Christmas season may we all praise God for all He 
does for us in our church groups. Happy New Y ear!
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TO MY TRINITY F AMIL Y!
 Thank you for the many prayers, cards, calls 

and support sent my way after the three 
major surgeries this past year . I thank and 

Praise Our Lord for being with me in my 
time of need and healing . I also thank the 

Lord for my wonderful T rinity Family . Again, 
THANK Y OU for your prayers.

 In His Love, Barb Karstens 



Al and Irene Barker , WL; Mary Stegman;
Eleanor Basham; Barbara Stroshein, RM;
Artur Borutski; Elsie Stroshein RM;
Thelma Burandt; William & Alvina Strunk;
Anna Busse RM; Christine Thumm, WL;

Leo Wenzlaff;Elsie Damaske; WRR 
Lorine Williams, RMBuchanan;

Keitha Dase; WT
Iris Demorrow;

Please encourage our Eunice Doroh; J
homebound members and Frieda Doroh; RM
others you may know to watch George Erickson WT;
Worship for Shut -Ins, Sunday Henry Gietler;
mornings at 11:00 a.m. on Anne Goldner GA ;

Ken Hammer WTB; WHME- channel 46. 
Lorraine Harmon OG ;
Lillian Hauch CT; December 6, 2009 Ð Luke 3:1-6
Jeri Hauser LCC; ÒPrepare for the LordÓ
Florence Hendrix  WL; Rev. James Elsner, Prince of Peace 
Al Hettig; Lutheran Church, Hudson, IN
Marjorie Jaffke   
Lois Karsten LCC; December 13, 2009 Ð Philippians 
Eldonna Koebel RM; 4:4-7
Toni Kreter; ÒRejoice in the LordÓ
Emma Leach, WL By Rev. Daniel Brege, St. Paul 
Evelyn Littke; Lutheran Church, Decatur , IN
Ray Marshall, South   
Field; December 20, 2009 Ð Luke
Clara Neuman; 1:26-38
Aileen Nimtz, WL ÒMary, Merry, Marry ChristmasÓ
Edna Norris; By Rev. Karl Frincke, Concordia 
Lorenz Oles; Lutheran Church, Fort W ayne, IN
Edna Pagel;   
Betty Pedde; December 27, 2009 Ð Isaiah 9:6
Norine Radde, WT; ÒFour Messianic TitlesÓ
Helen Reinhardt; By Dr. Walter A. Maier III, 
Mary Reitz, WT Concordia Theological Seminary , 
Margaret Ruhno, CT; Fort Wayne, IN 
Ida Schneck, CT;
Elsie Schoewbel WT;
Agnes Schultz, WT;
Deanna Shaff , RM;

Homebound Members 

BG-Berrien General, CP-Crown Point,CT-Caretel, GA-Golden Age, J-
Jordan's, LLC-Lakeland Continuing Care, OG-Orchard Grove, RM-
Royalton Manor, WL-Willows, WT-Whitcomb Towers, WTB-Woodland 
Terrace Bridgman 

At that moment the church bells began to ring . The sound reached his ears above the sounds of the wind. And he stood there 
listening to the bells - Adeste Fideles - listening to the bells pealing the glad tidings of Christmas. And he sank to his knees
in the snow. 

Blessed Christmas to Y ou All!

Why... Continued from Page 1
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Holiday Season 
Worship Schedule

Wednesday, Nov. 25th ¥ Thanksgiving Eve
Worship & Food Drive Collection ¥ 6:30 pm

Wednesday, Dec 2nd
Advent Worship Service ¥ 6:30 pm

Wednesday, Dec. 9th
Senior Communion Worship
with Pot Luck Meal ¥ 11:00 am

Wednesday, Dec. 9th
Advent Worship Service ¥ 6:30 pm

Wednesday, Dec. 16th
Worship Service ¥ 6:30 pm

Thursday, Dec. 24th ¥ Christmas Eve
Family Worship (No Communion) ¥ 4:00 pm
Candlelight with Communion ¥ 6:30 pm
Candlelight with Communion ¥ 11:00 pm

Friday, Dec. 25th ¥ Christmas Day
Service with Communion ¥ 10:00 am

Thursday, Dec. 31st ¥ New Y ear's Eve
Worship with Communion ¥ 6:30 pm



Trinity Lutheran Church & School
Life Development Classes for Fall 2009

Newcomers Always W elcome! ~F rom the office of Family Ministry

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP to attend this study . You will be lifted up by Christian mom in the family . This year's 
8:00 am W orship (Sanctuary) "The Many Wonders of Heaven" that await Bible Study is entitled "Understanding 

10:30 am W orship (Sanctuary) you! Purpose." On-site child care available. 
CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP SERVICE LEADER: Ingrid WiskowBEGINS SUNDAY, JAN. 10É.

6:30 pm Mondays (Sanctuary) TIME: 8:30-11:00 amLEADER: Norm McPherson
MONTHL Y MID WEEK COMMUNION SVC. PLACE: Lighthouse Lounge PLACE: Ministry Center

2nd Wednesday Each Month Ñ 11:00 am TIME: 9:15-10:15 am THURSDAYADULT MINISTRY ADULT BIBLE FELLOWSHIPMOND AYNewcomers are always welcome! Join with a host of other adults for a time of TUESDAYSUNDAY fellowship and study of God's W ord. Plenty ADULT BIBLE STUDY-LIFELIGHTADULT BIBLE FELLOWSHIP of breakfast treats abound in this group.This in-depth Bible study will help The Book of Acts LEADER: Pastor Tom Batskyparticipants have a deeper understanding of As we study the book of Acts, we will learn TIME: 9:30ÐCoffee and breakfast treatsscripture. The class will include home study , how the Holy Spirit worked in the early 10:00-11:00ÐBible Study
class presentation and discussion. This church. Go on a tour as we join St. P aul in PLACE: Church Fellowship Hall
semester study is entitled "Prophecy." On- site his journeys as recorded in Acts 16 ff . We DIVORCE RECOVERY 101child care available.will make application to our church and This group is especially designed for those LEADER: Pastor Michael Rothcongregation today as we discuss the who have separated or become divorced.PLACE: Ministry Ctr Lighthouse CafŽmessage and method of Christ's work in the Meets weekly on Thursdays 7:30-9:00 pm TIME: 9:00-10:30 am

first century. in Lighthouse cafŽ. Begins on Sept. 10 
FIT-2-SERVELEADER: Pastor Michael Roth Norm McPherson is the Advisor . 
This group focuses on healthy lifestyle PLACE: Church Fellowship Hall
choices with an additional component that TIME: 9:15Ñ10:15 am YOUTH MINISTRY
encourages serving God in our daily lives. SUNDAYAN IN-DEPTH STUDY OF THE SUNDAY 
THIS IS NOT A DIET GROUP. The first hour PUBLIC SCHOOL CONFIRMATION LESSONS
incorporates walking or a low impact CLASSESÑ*Required for all public school A pericope (pe'-ric- o-pe) is an extract from a 
exercise event. The second hour is spent in students in grades 5-8text, esp. a passage from the Bible. Each 
studying God's Word in the Fit -2- Serve 5th and 6th Grade ClassSunday our members are privileged to hear 
devotional series. LEADER: Tim Ernstthe reading of three pericopes, one from the 
LEADERS: Debby Miskill, Sherri W eiss and PLACE: Trinity School, Room 209OT, one from the Epistles, one from the 

Stacie Dohm TIME: 9:15-10:15 AMGospels, and sometimes a fourth from the 
TIME: 6:00 pm Ðfitness 7th Grade ClassPsalms. In this class as we explore the 

LEADER: Roger Meier7:00 pmÑBible Studypericopes, we answer three questions. 1) PLACE: Trinity School, Room 205PLACE: Ministry Center Lounge
What is God saying to us? 2) Of what TIME: 9:00-10:15 amMAN TO MAN importance is this to us today? 3) What 8th Grade ClassMeets on the third T uesday of each month at response is God expecting from us? Our LEADER: Trinity Staff

7:00 pm in the Lighthouse CafŽ. This is a goal and prayer is to experience what God's PLACE: Ministry Center , Lounge
group especially designed to speak to men people did in Nehemiah 8:8, where God's TIME: 9:00-10:15 am
and their wives who have had prostate cancer. Word was read distinctly , the sense of it BIBLE STUDY FOR YOUTHNOTE: There is no December Meeting.explained, and the people were caused to 5th thru 8th Grade Class
WEDNESDAYunderstand. Then they went home rejoicing! LEADER: Parents
SONRISERS BIBLE STUDYJoin us and be blessed PLACE: Trinity School, room 213
This is a class for the early risers who want to LEADER: Ron Pape TIME: 9:15-10:15 am
start the day off with fellowshipPLACE: Ministry Center , first floor SENIOR HIGH YOUTH BIBLE STUDYaround the W ord of God. This fall the group TIME: 9:15-10:15 am Fun, relevant, weekly topical and in- depth 
will be studying the Book of P roverbs.THE MANY WONDERS OF HEAVEN Bible Studies for Senior High Youth (Grades LEADER: Ron PapeGoing to Heaven is the greatest experience 9-12).TIME: 6:45-7:45 amever! Just the mention of the word boggles LEADER: Josh WoldPLACE: Church Fellowship Hallour minds and moves our hearts. Going to PLACE: Solid Rock CafŽ 
MOMS TIME: 9:15-10:15amheaven appeals to us as the greatest 
Join the fellowship of other Christian Moms adventure possible. This study concentrates 
as they swap stories and challenge each on the questions and answers, and it 
other in their understanding of the role of a emphasizes the joy of our future home. Plan 
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YOUTH GROUP ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
JUNIOR HIGH (6,7 & 8 Grade) SPECIAL ACTIVITIES FOR THE FAMILY

Trinity through its Family Activity T eam offers LEADER: Josh Wold, DCE
MEETS: 1st & 3rd Sundays each month some very exciting family oriented events 
PLACE: The Solid Rock CafŽ during the year . They are designed to bring 
SENIOR HIGH (9, 10, 11 & 12 Grade) adults and children together for fellowship, 
LEADER: Josh Wold, DCE laughter , learning and fun. Included in these 
MEETS: 2nd & 4th Sundays each month events are Hallow -Him night ( Sun. Oct. 18, 
PLACE: The Solid Rock CafŽ 4 pm school); Fun in the Son Day ( F ri. June 

25, 2010); Family Pizza and Movie Nights CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
(next one will be on November 22).SUNDAY
WOMEN'S BOOK CLUBSALVATION STATION
Join other women for a lively discussion of a Salvation Station is open to all children ages 
book of the Month. Meets every third 3 years to 4th Grade. In Salvation Station 
Saturday. Books that will be discussed in the children will experience Jesus' love as they 
Fall Semester include: November -The enjoy hands -on Bible adventures presented 
Sunroom by Beverly Lewis; and December -O in large groups. They will also be part of a 
Little Town by Don Reid. small group in which the leaders will assist 
LEADER: Tracie Berghausthe children in understanding how the 
TIME: 9:30Ñ10:30 ammessage can be used in their lives. Hands -on 
PLACE: Ministry Center Loungeactivities include such things as music, 

drama, skits, games, crafts, and Bible verse SCRAP BOOKING
One of the hottest classes around. Seems memorization. Salvation Station opens with 
like everybody is scrap booking these days. free play and snacks at 9:00 am and ends at 
Why not you? Gather those pictures and 10:20 am.
supplies and have a great time with other NURSERY
women preserving those memories.Trinity provides a safe, child-friendly 
This group meets every third Thursday of nursery for children ages 0-5 years old. 
each month.

Your child will have the security of seeing LEADER: Karen Fisher
a familiar face each Sunday morning , and TIME: 5:30Ñ10:00 pm
you as parents, may worship and study PLACE: Church Fellowship Hall
freely knowing that if you are needed you SINGLE'S SEMINAR... "GETTING A DATE 
will be contacted through our pager WORTH KEEPING" with Dr. Henry Cloud. 
system. Nursery is available on Sundays Saturday, Dec. 12 9:00 amÐ3:00 pm in the 
from 8 am until noon and also during any Ministry Center Lighthouse CafŽ. Cost of 
special worship services through the year . $15.00 includes a lite continental breakfast 
The nursery is located in the SE corner of and a soup/ salad, sandwich luncheon. RSVP to 

Norm McPherson at 983-5000 or on line at the school lower level and is staffed by 
norm.mcpherson@discovertrinity.orgAnne Marie W eidner and various 

volunteers. UNDERSTANDING MUSLIMS means 
understanding what they believe. In The 
Challenge of Islam (P art Two): Defending the If You Have Any Questions R egarding
Christian Faith, Islamic assumptions about Children's Ministries, Please Contact
Christianity, the three phases of jihad, and Debby Miskill At 983-5000 Ext. 402
talking points for sharing our Christian hope 
with Muslims make this Bible study 
relevantÑand timely . Continental Breakfast 
provided.
Date: Saturday, December 5
Time: 9:00 amÐ1 pm
Location: Ministry Center

Life Development Program for Fall 2009
continued from previous page ~F rom the office of Family Ministry
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CHRISTMAS WISH 
TREE PROJECT 

2009
Again this year , Trinity Lutheran 

Church and School will be 
participating in the Christmas 

Wish Tree Project. We have the 
opportunity to share Christmas 
blessings with 35 families from 

our community . The Wish Tree will 
be located in the Narthex of the 

Church, as of Dec 1st. Please 
consider selecting a family from 
the tree and purchasing gifts for 
the family . Please return the top 

tag to the basket by the tree or to 
an Usher, this indicates which 

family you have selected. When 
you are finished shopping you 

may bring your wrapped 
packages to the Church Office (by 
December 17th). Make sure you 
have each package labeled as to 

who in the family receives the gift.

If you would like to help deliver 
the packages, please call Betty in 

the Church Office to sign up. 
Delivery will be on F riday, 

December 18th, from
11 am to 2 pm.

For more information, please call
Church Office at 983-5000.



2009 V ariety Show!
The Variety Show included many great performances by our 
students. There were students dancing , singing solos and duets, 
playing piano, playing the violin, and acting out famous books. The 
students did a wonderful job sharing their God-given talents. Eighth 
Graders Sarah Roth and Liz Gomez served as the MCs of the 
evening. The finale featured the faculty dancing to "The Car W ash" 
as Mr. Ernst played the part of the "car ." The picture above shows 
them in costume.

Making Bread in Preschool!
Our preschoolers had a chance to make 
bread one day with Mrs. Hartfield. They 
were learning about the Feeding of the 5,000 during Jesus Time. It was not difficult for 
Jesus to multiply the bread to feed so many because He is God! It takes time for humans to 
make just one loaf of bread. Jesus' miracles displayed his power . This was a great lesson for 
the preschoolers. It was fun, a bit messy , and spiritually nurturing when combined with their 
Jesus Time lesson.

Moving Forward and Improving is a Mindset!
I just wanted the entire congregation to be aware that despite the economic downturn and lower enrollment this year , 
we are continuing to make improvements. W e have made these improvements already during this school year: 
(No Cost Items) 

Geography Bee, December 11 at 2:00 pm!
th th thWe will hold our annual School Geography Bee in the sanctuary on F riday, December 11 . Students in 4  Ð 8  Grade 

have already qualified for the final bee. The entire congregation is invited!

¥ Review and rewriting of our K -8 Language Arts curriculum to align each standard with the Michigan Educational
Benchmarks.

¥ Comprehensive Preschool Curriculum for all 3-5 year olds in the Early Childhood Center .
¥ Crisis Team is nearly finished with a easy to use flip chart that quickly outlines our crisis plan.
¥ Early Childhood Center has been restructured to provide Christian Education for every child every day they come.

(Items Paid for Through Fundraisers Ð Not Budget)
¥ Archery in the Schools materials have all arrived so we can begin having archery as part of our PE program.
¥ Blinds have been installed in every classroom so we are prepared for a crisis.
¥ Wireless connectivity to our server is being explored for implementation. (No cost yet)
¥ Netbooks are being discussed for teacher and student use as a technology upgrade at a very low cost. (W e are

working with Concordia University , Ann Arbor on this concept since they have gone to netbooks this year for all
staff.) (No cost yet)

Trinity Lutheran School & Early Childhood Center News
"Christ is our Cornerstone!" Ephesians 2:20,21

Continued on page 7
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Update on Jackie T rulove
Jackie is a TLS graduate who is now 

attending Concordia University - Chicago. 
She has recently received her student 

teaching assignment to T rinity Lutheran 
School in R oselle Illinois. She will be in 

the 6-8th grade Math and Social Studies 
classrooms. She writes, "I am very e xcited 
to start on January 11th! I thank you for 
all of the support that T rinity gives me, it 

is most defiantly a rich blessing from 
Christ! I am eagerly finishing up this last 

semester of classes so I can "get to the 
good stuff"!

Book Fair Thank Y ou! 2009-2010 Soccer Season a W inner!
th thCongratulations to the undefeated 5 /6  grade soccer I want to thank Mrs. Cheri Fogel and Mrs. Julie Urness 

team on their league championship! Coached by Tim for coordinating our Book Fair this year . I also want to 
Ernst, the team included fifth graders Ian Bradford, thank all the church, school, and early childhood center 
Nathan Griesbaum, Evan P etzold, Cole Sing , and Corey families for participating . Your support is always 
Thumm; and sixth graders Eric Engel, Chase Galvan, appreciated.

th thJordan Gilson, Blake Milum, and Jacob R oth. The 7 /8  
Cookie Dough Sale Thank Y ou! grade soccer team also had a very successful season. 
I want to thank everyone who participated in our Eighth graders Brandon Astopenia, Chandler Graham, 
annual Cookie Dough Sale. The sale was a big success, and Jacob Turner joined the Christ Lutheran team to 
and the proceeds will be used to improve the turn out a winning season.
technology throughout the school by providing wireless 
access and computer upgrades. 2009-2010 V olleyball Season Concludes

Trinity's two volleyball teams faced challenging seasons 
Martin's Shoppers Ð HELP! this year, but their determination and teamwork allowed 
You can earn money for T rinity every time you use your them to have some well- earned wins and close finishes. 

th thMartin's Advantage Card if you have T rinity registered The 5 /6  grade team ended their season with a 5-6 
as "your school." Please make sure you register your record. Coached by Kim W ojahn and Julie White, the 
Advantage Card to T rinity! Our school ID# is (4087). team included fifth graders K atie Dowling , Anna 
Please share this with all of your friends, family , Raschke, and Rachel Raschke; and sixth graders Morgan 
neighbors, etc. Here is how to register: Brunsting, Karah Meier , Ashley Musikantow , Jazmyne 

1. Go to www .martins -supermarkets.com and click Pedde, Emily Raschke, Samantha Rock, Ehren White, 
on "Advantage Card" and then "Advantages for and Aubrey Zuccarelli. Finishing their season with a 1-9 

th thEducation," OR record, the 7 /8  grade team was coached by Heather 
2. Register at the store's customer service desk. Steffens and Kim Kelly and included sixth graders Chloe 

Powell and Leah W ojahn; seventh graders Abby Buller , 
Web Site Feedback! Grace Haase, and Hannah K elly; and eighth graders 
We are continuing to update our W eb site. Please visit it Kim Berry, Liz Gomez, Sarah Roth, and Caitlin Swim. 
and provide any feedback that you'd like to share with Thanks to all of the girls on both teams for your 
Julian Petzold. You can call 269-983-3056 or e -mail Kingsman Spirit!
him at julian.petzold@discovertrinity .org. You may also 
visit the Web site and e -mail him directly from there. 

SINGLE'S SEMINAR
"HOW TO GET A D ATE WORTH KEEPING"

We often hear singles complain about how 
hard it is to get dates. They often ask the same 
questions: How do I get a date? Where are all 

the good ones? Is there any hope for me? 
On Saturday , Dec 12 9:00 am-3:00 pm T rinity's 
MAST (Ministry to adult singles at T rinity) will 
be hosting the seminar , "How to Get a Date 
Worth Keeping?" with Dr . Henry Cloud. The 

seminar includes a lite continental breakfast 
and a soup/salad/sandwich luncheon. Cost is a 
mere $15.00. RSVP by calling norm mcpherson 

at 983-5000 or on line at 
norm.mcpherson@discovertrinity .org 
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Sunday Morning Holiday Schedule Pancak e Breakfast
SALVATION STATION will be meeting each Sunday Salvation Station's children and leaders are very 
throughout the holidays. grateful to all of those who came out in support 

of the Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, Nov. 8. 
5th -8th GRADE BIBLE STUDY will be meeting each Because of your generosity and a gift from 
Sunday throughout the holidays. Thrivent Financial we raised a total of $648.00 

for the church childcare. Salvation Station will be 
PUBLIC SCHOOL CONFIRMATION CLASS will not be having another P ancake Breakfast on Sunday, 
meeting on Sunday , December 27 and Sunday , March 14, 2010
January 3. (Youth in this class are invited to go to the 
5th-8th grade Bible Class located in the 5th grade class 
room on the 2nd floor) 

Salvation Station
On Sunday, December 6 the children will learn that we 
need to prepare our hearts for the coming of our Lord 
as God sent John the Baptist to prepare the sinful 
people for Jesus coming . 

Sunday, December 13 the children will hear the 
message of the angel to Mary telling her that the 
promised Savior would be born to her .

Sunday ,December 20 The children will study the story 
of John the Baptists birth and his Father Zechariah.

Sunday, December 27 the children will celebrate the 
Birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus.

Children's Ministries

THE MANY WONDERS OF HEA VEN
Going to heaven is the greatest e xperience ever! Just the mention of the word boggles our 
minds and moves our hearts. Going to heaven appeals to us as the greatest adventure possible. 
Christian parents are anxious to teach their children about heaven. Sooner of later everyone 
thinks about heaven, even those who deny it exists. It has constancy and tremendous appeal. 
Someone said, "Describe heaven to me so I'll want to go." What will we be? What will we have? 
What will we do? There are so many questions. Hopefully these questions will all be answered in 
a study that will be offered beginning Sunday , January , 10 9:15-10:15 a.m. in the T rinity 
Ministry Center . Norm McPherson will be your leader . Plan to attend this study and become lifted 
up!!! Cost of the book is $6.95.

At this web site, you can pick out a thank you card 
and Xerox will print it and it will be sent to a 

soldier that is currently serving in Iraq Y ou can't 
pick out who gets it, but it will go to a member of 
the armed services. How AMAZING it would be if 

we could get everyone we know to send one!!! It is 
FREE and it only takes a second. Wouldn't it be 
wonderful if the soldiers received a bunch of 

these? Whether you are for or against the war , our 
soldiers over there need to know we are behind 

them. This takes just 10 seconds and it's a 
wonderful way to say thank you. Please take the 

time and please pass it on for others to do as well! 
We can never say enough thank you's. Thanks for 

taking to time to support our military!

www .LetsSayThanks.com

Connected
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Junior High (CIA)
December 6thÑ6-8 pm
Come and join us in the Fellowship Hall for 
pizza, soda, a holiday movie, games, and 
making Christmas cards for Shut -ins. 6-8pm. 
Please bring a few dollars to help cover the cost 
of pizza. Canopy doors will be open.

December 20thÑNo Y outh Group
(Christmas Break)

Senior High (O ASIS)
December 13thÑ1-4 pm
Shut-In/nursing Home Visits
We will be traveling around the St. Joseph area 
to nursing homes and shut -in's homes to sing 
Christmas carols, deliver cards, and spread the 
joy of Christ's birth to people that don't often get 
visitors. Parent drivers are needed. Please 
contact Josh Wold if you would like to help

December 27thÑNo Y outh Group
(Christmas Break)

STAYING CONNECTED THROUGH 
PRAYER ~by Ellie Grimm

The challenges of living a victorious Christian life seem to be 
mounting . But by the grace of God, He forgives our sins daily , 
He hears our unceasing prayers, even though we pray the same 
ones day after day , after day . He blesses us with His care and 
provisions. You are invited to use this suggested guide, along 
with your Portals of Prayer and your private intercessions in your 
daily devotions.

"Lord, when doubts fill my mind, when my heart is in turmoil, 
quiet me and give me renewed hope and cheer ." Psalm 94:19

Focus on God's Greatness and His Omnipresence

¥ Lord, we thank and praise Y ou that we are not alone. Y ou
have promised "You will be with us to the end of the age." 

¥ Heavenly Father, we know Your tear is the first to fall when
our lives seem devastated with illness and hardships. W e
know you are with us and we are so thankful.

Give them for the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod

¥ We praise You that our leadership upholds the truth and
infallibility of Y our Holy Scripture.

¥ Bless the synod's "Fan into Flame" capital campaign to fund
World Missions.

¥ Bless the "Future is Now" campaign to raise funds to plant
new congregations.

Pray for Trinity Lutheran Church, School and Early Childhood 
Center

¥ "The generous soul will be made rich and he who waters will
also be watered himself . It is more blessed t give than to
receive." Proverbs 11:25 Open hearts Lord, for all to see the
need to respond with love to God for His gift of salvation to
us. A debt we can never repay . 

¥ Keep our staff and all the students from the prevalent
illnesses and be with them to accomplish their daily goals.

¥ During this financial depression, give hope to the jobless, the
needy, the homeless. Let us al give a helping hand to ease
difficulties, demonstrate Y our love and compassion, when the
opportunity presents itself .

¥ Be with Pastor Rudowske and family in Botswana. K eep them
well and safe and guide them in their work to minister to
their community .

¥ Let the youth feel their role in "growing Christ's Kingdom" on
earth. May Your Word be their guide in all their activities, in
school and in their homes.

Lord God Almighty , we are so aware of our sins, weaknesses 
and laxity in honoring Y ou. We fail totally unless we depend on 
Your strength to uphold us. By the power of the Holy Spirit 
imbue us "and in al we do and say , work at it with our heart, as 
working for the Lord, not for men." Colossians 3:22 Give us 
peace of mind and heart that Y ou are in control, we pray this in 
the Name of Jesus. Amen. 

Trinity Senior Adult
Fellowship Social

Trinity holds a senior adult fellowship activity once a 
month on the third T uesday of the month from 1:00 to 
3:00 pm. P ersons from age 50 and up attend and are 
welcome to attend with a friend or friends. December's 

meeting date is December 15th. The group gets involved 
with a "game" or activity . Light refreshments are served 
at the end of the activity . Please call the church office at 
983-5000 and respond that you are coming so proper 

arrangements can be made.
December's activity is Christmas Bingo.

Enjoy an afternoon of fellowship by attending! 
Have a Blessed Christmas!
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Baptisms Affirmation/R eaffirmation of Faith
Natalie SchroederÑborn 8/7/09, baptized Duane & Mary ZiemkeÑreaffirmation of faith, from P eace 
10/4/09Ñdaughter of Jay & Erin (Ecklund) Schroeder Lutheran Church, St. Joseph, MIÑ4467 Hart Dr ., St. 

Joseph, MI 49085; 269-876-7238
Owen Hendrickson Ñborn 7/31/09, baptized 
10/18/09Ñson of Michael & Christy (Andrews) 
Hendrickson

Deaths
Ñdied 9/30/09, buried 10/5/09Ñborn 7/31/09, baptized Kenneth HammerIsla Hendrickson

10/18/09Ñdaughter of Michael & Christy (Andrews) 
Vila AllenÑdied 10/6/09, buried 10/9/09

Hendrickson

Kaige Demis-CavazosÑborn 12/23/08, baptized 
10/25/09Ñson of Leonard Cavazos & T ara Demis Status Change

Holly Harbin Ñmoved to inactive; she moved to Grand 
Rapids, does not want to be on the mailing list, but may 
be moving back to St. Joseph. Transfers

Christine Carmichael from St. Peter Lutheran Church, 
Arlington Hts. ILÑ909 Lions P ark Dr., St. Joseph, MI 
49085; 269-983-2732 Other Official Acts - Baptisms

Abigail KasischkeÑborn 7/29/09, baptized 
Luann Leto and child, Dale Zech from Trinity Lutheran 

10/18/09Ñdaughter of Jason and Julia (Carlson) 
Church, Glendora, MIÑ4467 Hart Dr ., St. Joseph, MI 

Kasischke
49085Ñ269-876-7238

December Anniv ersaries
thEwald & Adeline Warneboldt 12/1/1951 58

David & Christine W eiffenbach 12/4/1988
thMr. & Mrs Michael Ziemke 12/8/1989 20
thJohn & Sheila Kroonblawd 12/9/1989 20  

Mike & Dawn Marquardt 12/13/2001
ndJames & Jeri Cook 12/14/1957 52
thIna & Scott Krenek 12/14/1997 10  

Ed & Colleen Siedenstrang 12/17/1988
thJack & Susan Barnes 12/20/1974 35  
thBill & Jane Damaske 12/27/1974 35  
thClaude & Sharon Miller 12/30/1960 49  

If you do not see your 
anniversary listed, please call 
the Church Office @ 983-5000

to update your records.

Official Acts

Trinity T rekk ers Travel
The Trekkers are planning three mainline 
activities during 2010. W atch for details.

Plan aheadÉjoin the planning team 
by contacting Rich Hackbarth 983-

5000, e xt 404

1. A trip to Turkeyville during April to
see the "Church Basement Ladies II"

2. A Chicago Cubs game (possibly in
Milwaukee)

3. A week trip to the Great Smoky
Mountains, Gatlinburg , Pigeon Forge,
TN plus a bit more along the way .
Late October is the tentative
timeframe.
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Stephen Ministers Serve as Golden P arachutes
by Kristi Glass, First Presbyterian Church of Elko, Nevada

Many of us go through difficult times in our lives, such as the death of a loved 
one, a divorce, unemployment, or a health crisis. W e may experience stress 
from serving as a caregiver to others, or from trying to make ends meet 
financially .

The current state of our economy has us all feeling uncertain, wondering how 
our families and our nest eggs will make it through the next few years. W e see the government 
providing golden parachutes in the form of bailouts to big businesses --but what about you and 
me? Who is going to help us through not only our financial troubles, but also the other difficult 
challenges we face?

As Christians, we know we are not alone. God loves us and listens to our thoughts and prayers, 
but sometimes that does not feel like enough support because we cannot see or hear Him. When 
we're feeling stressed out, alone, lost, or in serious need of tangible comfort and support, we need 
someone here on earth to listen to our concerns and to physically be with us through our 
challenging times.

To fill our need, God provides Stephen Ministers to act as our golden parachutes. So when you 
feel like you've been pushed out of an airplane and you don't know where or how you're going to 
land, a Stephen Minister can help you glide to a safe landing in a peaceful place. All you need to 
do is ask for one.

Stephen Ministers don't try to solve or fix your problems. Instead, they skillfully listen to you, pray 
for and with you, and care deeply about you for as long as you need. If you're in need of a golden 
parachute, or you'd like to learn how to become a golden parachute for others, contact Debby 
Miskill at 428-0727.

ThriventPlus Information
Summarizing where Trinity "stands" with our 2009 Thrivent GivingPlus...

¥ Thank you for your past support and your continued support in 2010
¥ As of the middle of November Ð Thrivent has gifted T rinity with $77,000 during 2009
¥ Continue to make checks out to T rinity Lutheran School or T rinity Lutheran P reSchool
¥ We continue to send in requests for matching amounts almost every week
¥ If you have not yet reached the $600 for school and/or the $600 for P reSchool Ð the sooner you are

able to help out with a gift the better because Thrivent says they may run out of their budgeted funds
¥ After the New Year we will be taking part in a special program to transition into the next Thrivent program
¥ What does this mean? Ð Continue in 2010 to make your checks out to School or P reSchool and

write Thrivent on the envelope
¥ When the new Thrivent Choice program is announced and implemented Ð we will keep you informed as

how to participate and continue to assist with Thrivent's donations to T rinity!
¥ Questions: Ask Rich Hackbarth 983-5000 ext. 404
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Nurse's Corner

The month of December is typically crammed full of activities, high calorie 
foods, overspending and way too much stress. This is a recipe for getting 
sick! Instead, I challenge you to slow down a little and spend some time at 
the manger this season and really focus on the "reason for the season". 
There is a relationship between faith and health! Here is a recipe for 
health rather than illness.

¥ Attend worship and Bible study weekly
¥ Include prayer and devotions into your life every day
¥ Exercise, play every day
¥ Smile, laugh every day (especially at ourselves)
¥ Eat a diet rich in whole grains, fruits and vegetables
¥ Drink 6-8 glasses of water every day
¥ Share time, thoughts and feelings with others
¥ Reserve sexuality for marriage
¥ See your doctor and dentist every year
¥ Always wear your seatbelt
¥ Learn CPR
¥ Don't smoke or use tobacco products
¥ Drink alcohol in moderation

Enjoy this blessed Christmas season as we celebrate the birth of our 
savior! Be careful though as you may need to pay attention to the ten 
warning signs of good health which include...

¥ Desire to care for others
¥ Increased appetite for physical activity
¥ Willingness to share and communicate ideas and feelings
¥ Ongoing presence of supportive friends and family
¥ A generally hopeful outlook
¥ Daily life anchored in Christ's forgiveness
¥ Able to laugh at oneself and with others
¥ Ongoing renewal in the Lord that affects all of life
¥ Sensitivity to the needs and feelings of others
¥ Able to take care of self without a sense of guilt

God is the author and sustainer of our true health and faith. R emember to 
thank God for your health and faith! If you have any questions please call 

Sherri Weiss, parish nurse at 269 983-3056 ext 113.

Faith and Health
Those Serving in
the Armed Forces
U.S. Marines

Sergeant Andrew C. W edde, Marines, 
stationed in North Carolina; CPL Mark 
Wedde, Marines, stationed in California, 
Grandsons of Irma W edde

Captain Michael Blejski, U .S. Marines, 
deployed to Afghanistan, brother -in-law 
to John & Beth Griesbaum

Derek Williams, U .S. Marines, deployed to 
Afghanistan, grandson of Lorine Williams

U.S. Army / National Guard

Sergeant Joe Carter, deployed to Iraq, 
friend of David Mottl

Jacob Long, Army, stationed at Ft. Sill, 
OK, son of Jim & Suzy Russell

1st Lt. Jason Postelli, Army, deployed to 
Afghanistan, son of Gail Horton

Evan Wilder, Army, stationed in Omaha, 
son of Mary Wilder

Chaplain Gary Williams, Army R eserve 
deployed to Afghanistan

2nd Lt. John Ranschaert, Army, Deployed 
to Kuwait

U.S. Navy

Josh Hamel, U.S. Navy, serving as an 
adjunct professor at the US Naval 
Academy in Annapolis, MD , son of Steve 
and Peggy Hamel

John Pyatt, US Navy, Active Reserve for 
the US Navy SeaBees, son of Bill & Margo 
Pyatt, Grandson of Ida Schneck

U.S. Air Force

SSgt Sean Fetke, Air Force, returned from 
Baghdad, Iraq, stationed at Hill Air Force 
Base, Utah, son of
Pamela Fetke.

CEF and You Mak e a Difference
When you invest with the Church Extension F und (CEF), you invest in another LCMS
organization's ability to spread the W ord of Jesus Christ. CEF offers your investment

dollars as low -cost loans to congregations and schools for building needs so that the
preaching of the W ord continues. CEF is offering very competitive rates on all of

its investments for individuals and organizations. Call 800.242.3944, visit 
www.micef.org or contact Richard Hackbarth, T rinity's CEF representative 983-5000 for 

information. (This is not an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy . Offers for 
sales of securities are by Offering Circular only . The securities are subject to certain risk 

factors as described in the Offering Circular . CEF investments are not SPIC or FDIC 
insured deposit accounts.)An offering circular is available in the ministry center .
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Women's Enrichment Ministry P age
~F rom the office of Family Ministry

Our Vision - Meeting the unique needs of women of all ages by connecting them in Fellowship, Ministry and Service.

Our Mission Reach Out to women with the good news of Christ Jesus.
Encourage women to develop a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
Equip women to grow by discovering their God given gifts through Bible Study and prayer .
Grow friendships through providing encouragement and support.
Serve and Support existing ministries.

BIBLE STUDIES Time: Wednesdays - 9:00 to 11:00 am
Sweet Life CafŽ Location: Light House CafŽ
The first Women's Ministry Retreat was a great blessing to our Facilitator: Ingrid Wiscow
team and the W omen with whom we fellowshipped. The day 
long event included laughter and tears, singing and eating and FELLOWSHIP
a sense of renewal and connection with our Heavenly Father . Women's Book Club is back!!

We meet on the third Saturday of each month. Mark your Thank you to all of you who supported our event and kept us 
calendar for upcoming discussions: December 19 , O Little all in prayer . Watch your Connected for upcoming fellowship 
Town by Don Reid. Spanning three generations, this sleepy opportunities. See the pictures on page 14.
little town hides secrets, friendships and trials and "a lonely 

Fit-2-Serve gravesite where roses appear every Christmas morning ." 
As in previous sessions the first hour will incorporate walking or January 2010 - Flabbergasted (available on the clearance shelf 
a low impact exercise program. The second hour is spent in the at Banner Books) "Jay Jarvis just moved east. His dating life's 
study of God's Word. You are encouraged to participate in both gone south. What else is a guy to do but go fishing?" 
segments, but are welcome to join the group following the "Amazing. A novel with no illicit sex, bad words, racial slurs, or 
fitness segment. The current Bible Study is by Max Lucado and crime that is simultaneously serious, hilarious, and impossible 
entitled, Facing Your Giants. "He taunts you with bills your can't to put down." - The Dallas Morning News.
pay, people you can't please, habits you can't break, failures Time: December 19 , from 9:30 to 10:30 am
you can't forget, and a future you can't face. But just like David, Location: Lighthouse CafŽ - Ministry Center
you can face your giant, even if you aren't the strongest, the Facilitator: Tracie Berghaus
best equipped, or the holiest. David gives us this reminder; 
Focus on Giants - You stumble; Focus on God Ð Your Giants Scrapbooking

th rdTumble. This new study begins Tuesday, December 2 and 15  Mark your calendar now for the 3  Thursday of each month 
and then returns on T uesday, January 5, 2010. and gather those pictures and supplies. Have a great time and 
Facilitated by: Debby Miskill, Sherri W eiss and Stacie Dohm get busy on preserving those memories - blessings received 
Location: Lower Lounge - Ministry Center from our gracious God. 
Time: Tuesdays evenings Time: December - 5:30 - 10 pm
 6:00 pm fitness Location: Fellowship Hall
 7:00 pm Bible Study Facilitator: Karen Fischer

Mom's Group
Meets every Wednesday from 8:30 to 11 am in the Lighthouse 
CafŽ at the Trinity Ministry Center . Whether you're the mother FOR INFORMA TION CONT ACT ANYONE ON THE TEAM: 
of a preschooler , have emptied the nest, or are somewhere in Debby Miskill at 983-5000 e xt. 402 ¥ Amy R oth at
between you are WELCOME!!!  Our schedule includes 556-9622 ¥ T racie Berghaus at 556-0237
fellowship, Bible Study , parenting and more. This year's Bible 
study focus comes form the W omen of Faith series and is titled: 
Understanding Purpose. During these sessions we will explore 
ways to discover our purpose in life and grow in intimacy with 
God. Come join us!!!! Childcare is available.
  December 2 - Lesson #5 - Understanding Purpose
  December 9 - Lesson #9 - Understanding Purpose
  December 16 - Special Day
  Mom's group resumes - January 13, 2010
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Women had an opportunity to study the word. Women enjoyed sharing with each other .

Women met new friends at the retreat.
Women loved praising God in Song .

Sweet Life CafŽ  (see article on page 13)

Come Celebrate W ith Us!  
On Dec. 6, 2009 R ev. Thomas Batsky will be preaching his retirement sermon at T rinity in both the 
8:00 and 10:30 service and he will be honored for his faithful service in the Lord's church. Following 
the 10:30 service we will be honoring him with a light reception in the Church Fellowship Hall. 

In addition, on January 3, 2010 a celebration will take place at the new Silver Beach- Shadowland 
Ballroom.  The celebration will begin around noon.  A meal will be provided, along with beverage and 
table settings. A Free Will offering will be taken.  Y ou are encouraged to bring something sweet for 
the dessert table (Chocolate Chip Cookies are P astor Batsky's favorite).  We plan to have some 
interesting slides of Pastor from the 'old days' and a few short presentations to properly honor his 
noble service in the church.  After the meal and presentation, the new Carousel will be opened up for 
the families to ride and enjoy . 

Your presence at the reception will be an honor and a pleasure to P astor Batsky.

In Christ, 

Rev. Michael Roth and the Planning Committee: Scott & Jan Kizer, Gary & Jeanne Scharnowske, Marc 
Frudenburg , Janice Stouffer, Rich Hackbarth, Ellie Grimm, KC Gast, Betty Perrone
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Another stewardship principle is: God's stewards live with an another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ' (Galatians 
awareness of the present and future, of time and eternity . This 6:2). Going beyond our normal duties to help someone else 
means that God's stewards live intentionally in the light of the is one way we can bear each other's burdens." (pp. 103-
Lord's eternal purpose while being firmly committed to His rule in 104)
the here and now .

3) The third area of selfishness involves money . Bridges 
cites the statistic that Americans give less than 2% of their God's stewards are firmly committed to His rule and not to their 
income to charitable and religious causes. He writes, "While own. "Not my will, but Y our will be done," is the steward's prayer .
we pride ourselves on our generosity following major 

It is not easy to live that way . We struggle with our sinful nature 
disasters, the facts state that we Americans as a whole are 

plus we live in a culture that pushes self-interest and self-
selfish with our money and relatively indifferent to the 

maximization. How does one deal with the inborn tendency to be 
physical and material needs of people less fortunate than 

self-centered?
us. And even our relief giving tends to be a response to the 
more dramatic events. every dollar we receive, even when Saint Paul said, "Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
earned by our work, is a gift from God. W e are to be conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 
stewards of that money and not consume all or most of it on Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also 
ourselves." (pp. 104-105)to the interests of others. Y our attitude should be the same as 

that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not 
4) The fourth area of selfishness involves 

consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made 
inconsiderateness.  "This trait," writes Bridges, "may be 

himself nothing , taking the very nature of a servant, being made 
expressed in several ways. The inconsiderate person never 

in human likeness" (Philippians 2:3-7).
thinks about the impact of his or her actions on others. The 
person who is always late and keeps other waiting is Martin Luther accurately defined sin as man turning in on 
inconsiderate. The person who talks loudly on his cell phone himself. He described sin this way , "It enjoys itself and uses 
to the disturbance of others nearby is selfishly inconsiderate. everyone else, even God; it seeks itself and its own interests in 
So is the teenager who leaves her mess on the kitchen everything: it brings it about that man is finally and ultimately 
counter for someone else to clean up. Any time we do not concerned only for himself . This is the idolatry that determines all 
think about the impact of our actions on others, we are he does, feels, undertakes, thinks, and speaks. Good is only 
being selfishly inconsiderate. W e are thinking only of what is good for him and bad only what is bad for him" (Luther's 
ourselves." (p. 105)Commentary on Romans, chapter 8) 

Selfishness in its many forms has been around since sin Self-centeredness stands in the way of God's stewards living the 
entered the world and we are no strangers to it. It is this sin, abundant life He came to give. (John 10:10)
with all the others, that we lay at the foot of the cross and 

In the book, Respectable Sins: Confronting the Sins W e Tolerate, 
receive the forgiveness Christ won for us there. Our lives as 

author Jerry Bridges addresses four areas of selfishness that may 
children of God are marked by repentance and forgiveness 

be observed in believers.
and the desire to live as God would have us live. In 1 

1) The first involves interests. Timothy 6:18 God encourages us away from self- He writes, "Paul wrote in 
centeredness and toward generosity , "Command them to do Philippians 2:4, 'Let each of you look not only to his own 
good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and interests, but also to the interests of others.' In using the word 
willing to share." interests, Paul was undoubtedly referring to the concerns and 

needs of other people." Self centered people are concerned first 
"Not my will, but Y our will be done," is the steward's prayer Ð 

and foremost about getting their needs met. Bridges continues, 
may it be yours as well!.

"In 2 Timothy 3:1-5, P aul provides a list of really ugly sins that 
will be characteristic of the 'last days'. Included in this list is 
'lovers of self.' At its extreme, the self- centered person cares little 
for the interests, needs, or desires of others." (pp. 102-103) 

2) The second area of selfishness involves time.  It is often 
said that time is more precious than money . Because of the 
busyness of our age few of us think we have much if any 
discretionary time. Bridges writes, "Selfishness with one's time 
will frequently be observed in the home. Usually husband and 
wife, and to some extent children, will have certain 
responsibilities and duties. Oftentimes there is a reluctance to 
step outside one's normal responsibilities. 'That's not my job,' is a 
response a child may make when asked to do something that's 
not his usual duty . Yet the Scriptures say that we are to 'bear one 

"Time and Eternity" 
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We Are Celebrating ...

12/01-Byron Allen, Bethany Hoffman
12/02-R onald Batson, Anna Busse (101), Dallas Miltibarger , Jim Riemland, 
Misty Saunders 
12/03-P aige Bluschke, Juli Gast, Cole Sing
12/04-Brad Chaffee 
12/05- Stacie Dohm, Jordan Krieger , Thane Town, Ryan Wendzel, Ashley 
Werner
12/06- Carol Bickers, Sally Freudenburg , Charles Kruggel, K eith 
McLaughlin, Robert Rittmeyer, Jeremy Tilly, Erin Virgil
12/07- Amanda Clay , Cheryl Demsi, Amy Knapp, Tina Machacek, Jayme 
Neumann, Howard P avilides, David Ross, Margaret Ruhno (99), Matthew 
Warner
12/08-Nicholas Allgood, Jennifer Bartloff , Connie Haase, Doris Jasper (80), 
Lisa Kenworthy
12/09- Stephanie Cox, Suzanne Culby , Walter Ittermann, Alec K arsten, 
Brittney Lausch, Irene Mak (89), Owen P oole, Robert Shaffer, Ed Siemans
12/10- John Ackerman II, David Coble, Luke Hartfield, Brenda K arsten, 
Kristel Klank 
12/11- Gavin Engler, Alexandra Lenardson 
12/12- Cindy Ernst, Natasha Lindsay, Zachary Lockman, Jeffery Newman, 
Kristen Rushlow, Cody Sturgeon, Bill Wirth
12/13-Edward Bury , Dan Lambrecht, Kristi V asta
12/14- Adaline Griffiths, Deborah James, Sue P edde
12/15-Betty Bailey , Benjamin Nacci, Mary Stegman
12/16- Catherine Emhoff , Sonny Gast, Cameron Herrington, Anne Krieger , 
Robert Lawrence, Madison McCreery , Mary Schmidke, Jason Shuler, Ashley 
Stickney 
12/17-Lorraine Eckert, Sandee Hurt, Richard Knuth, Luke Kruggel, Dalton 
Purtha, Michael Short
12/18-Norine R adde (91), Sue Riemland, Pauline Wendzel, Henry Zacha 
(91)
12/19-Marc Carlson, Sue Dechert, Don R adde, Julie Ridenour, Dorothy 
Winters (90)
12/20- Jim Ashmead, Kenneth Doroh, April K arsten, Donald Necas, Anna 
Varney (85)
12/21- Gertrude Enders, Catherine Klug (82), Mildred Klug (88), Elizabeth 
Knuth, Maureen Lindsay , Anthony Ross, Timothy Schramm, Leo Wenzlaff 
(93)
12/22- Chandler Graham, Brandon Wilder 
12/23- Amanda Bahr, Jacqlyn Cool, Trevor Cool, Norman Klug , Margie 
Mihlhauser (87)
12/24- Connor Gray , Valarie Grimes, Raymond Loikits 
12/25- George Truhn Jr. (80), Catelyn W oodford 
12/26- Jerri Cooley, William Strunk (93)
12/27-P atricia Bischoff, Lois Karsten (86), Elijah Klaer , Brian Liggett, Michael 
Pirri, Austin Winnell 
12/28-Dana Berry , Kathryn Dowling , Kimberly Farrish, Daniel LaFond, K yle 
Sweet 
12/29-K ylie Cox, Lois Fox (85), Robert Skibbe 
12/30-Eric P eterson, Richard Srnec, Karen Thumm, Ingrid Wiskow 
12/31-Erik Bakken, P atrick Baney, Donovan Cool, Matthew Fites, Jennifer 
Lyon, Karen Schlaack, Jessica Sing, Paige Stama, Grace W eber 

The following Trinity Members are celebrating birthdays this month...

If you do not see your birthday listed, please call the 
Church Office @ 983-5000 to update your records.

Daily Lectionary
Dec 1 Is 7:10Ð8:8; 1 Pet 3:1Ð22
Dec 2 Is 8:9Ð9:7; 1 Pet 4:1Ð19
Dec 3 Is 9:8Ð10:11; 1 P et 5:1Ð14
Dec 4 Is 10:12Ð27a, 33Ð34; 2 P et 1:1Ð21
Dec 5 Is 11:1Ð12:6; 2 P et 2:1Ð22
Dec 6 Is 14:1Ð23; 2 Pet 3:1Ð18
Dec 7 Is 24:1Ð13; 1 John 1:1Ð2:14
Dec 8 Is 24:14Ð25:12; 1 John 2:15Ð29; 
Obadiah 1Ð21
Dec 9 Is 26:1Ð19; 1 John 3:1Ð24
Dec 10 Is 26:20Ð27:13; 1 John 4:1Ð21
Dec 11 Is 28:14Ð29; 1 John 5:1Ð21; 2 John 
1Ð13; 3 John 1Ð15
Dec 12 Is 29:1Ð14; Jude 1Ð25
Dec 13 Is 29:15Ð30:14; R ev 1:1Ð19
Dec 14 Is 30:15Ð26; Rev 2:1Ð29
Dec 15 Is 30:27Ð31:9; R ev 3:1Ð22
Dec 16 Is 32:1Ð20; Rev 4:1Ð11
Dec 17 Is 33:1Ð24; Rev 5:1Ð14
Dec 18 Is 34:1Ð2, 8Ð35:10; Rev 6:1Ð17; 
Micah 1:1Ð7:20
Dec 19 Is 40:1Ð17; Rev 7:1Ð17
Dec 20 Is 40:18Ð41:10; R ev 8:1Ð13
Dec 21 Is 42:1Ð25; (St Thomas) Rev 9:1Ð12
Dec 22 Is 43:1Ð24; Rev 9:13Ð10:11
Dec 23 Is 43:25Ð44:20; R ev 11:1Ð19
Dec 24 Is 44:21Ð45:13, 20Ð25; R ev 12:1Ð17; 
Daniel 10:1Ð12:13; and Isaiah 48:1Ð22
Dec 25 Is 49:1Ð18; (Nativity of Our Lord) 
Matt 1:1Ð17
Dec 26 Is 49:22Ð26; 50:4Ð51:8, 12Ð16; (St 
Stephen) Matt 1:18Ð25
Dec 27 Is 51:17Ð52:12; (St John) Matt 2:1Ð12
Dec 28 Is 52:13Ð54:10; (Holy Innocents) Matt 
2:13Ð23
Dec 29 Is 55:1Ð13; Luke 1:1Ð25
Dec 30 Is 58:1Ð59:3, 14Ð21; Luke 1:26Ð38
Dec 31 Is 60:1Ð22; Luke 1:39Ð56

Sunday Bible R eadings
Dec 6ÑMal. 3:1-7b; Phil. 1:2-11; Luke 3:1-
14 (15-20)
Dec 13ÑZeph. 3:14-20; Phil. 4:4-7; Luke 
7:18-28 (29-35)
Dec 20ÑMicah 5:2-5a; Heb. 10:5-10; Luke 
1:39-45 (46-56)
Dec 27ÑEx. 13:1-3a, 11-15; Col. 3:12-17; 
Luke 2:22-40
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SCHEDULE OF WEEKLY EVENTS Sunday 12/6 Friday 12/18
Blood Press Clinic (1st Flr School Hllwy) 8:45Ð10:30 amChildcare 3/4s PS Christmas Prog 11:30 amÐ12:30 pm

MLT Mtg (LH CafŽ) 1:00Ð2:30 pm Batsky Retirement Recept (Fllw Hall) 11:30 amÐ12:30 pm Wish Tree Delivery 11:00 amÐ2:00 pm
Contemporary Worship 6:30 pm Monday 12/7 Saturday 12/19

MLT Plus Mtg (LH CafŽ)1:00Ð2:30 pm Women's Book Club (LH CafŽ)9:30Ð10:30 am
Quilters (Fellowship Hall) 8:00Ð11:00 am Bd of Education (Fellowship Hall) 7:30Ð9:30 pmCommunity Christmas Party 12:00Ð2:00 pm 
Lifelight Adult Bible Study (LH CafŽ) 9:00Ð10:30 am Tuesday 12/8 Sunday 12/20
Care Team Meeting (Min Ctr Brdrm) 1:00Ð2:00 pmCaretel Commun Svc (On-Site) 10:30Ð11:30 am No Jr High Youth Event
Fit-2-Serve (LHL) 6:00Ð8:00 pm Rich Hackbarth's Christ Care Grp (LH CafŽ) 2:30Ð4:30 pm Monday 12/21
Stephen Min Training (2nd flr Min Ctr) 6:30Ð9:00 pmWednesday 12/9 School Closed for Christmas Break

Trinity Monthly Communion Svc & Pot Luck 11:00Ð12:00Bd of Ministry (LH Cafe) 7:30Ð9:00 pm
Lakeland Cont Care Comm Svc (On-Site) 1:15Ð2:15 pmTuesday 12/22
Advent Worship Svc 6:30Ð7:30 pm School Closed for Christmas Break
Adult Choir Practice 7:00Ð8:00 pm Soup Kitchen (On-Site ) 10:00 amÐ2:00 pm
Friday 12/11 Rich Hackbarth's Christ Care (LH CafŽ) 2:30Ð4:30 pm
Geography Bee (Sanctuary) 2:00Ð3:00 pm Wednesday 12/23
Saturday 12/12 School Closed for Christmas Break

Worship Service (Sanctuary) Single's Seminar (LH CafŽ)9:00 amÐ3:00 0m Adult Choir Practice 7:00Ð8:00 pm
Sunday 12/13 Thursday 12/24 - Christmas Eve 8:00Ð9:00 & 10:30Ð11:30 am
Ladies Aid Cookie Sale (1st flr Hall) after each svcAll Closed for Christmas BreakAdult Bible Classes (Various) 9:15Ð10:15 am
Sr Youth Caroling (Solid Rock CafŽ)6:00Ð8:00 pm Family Christmas Eve Worship 4:00Ð5:00 pmSalvation Station (Cafeteria) 9:00Ð10:20 am
Monday 12/14 Candlelight Worship 6:30Ð7:30 pm
Church Council Mtg  (2nd flr Min Ctr) 7:30Ð10:00 pmAdult Choir Practice (Room 104) 7:00Ð8:30 pmTuesday 12/1
Tuesday 12/15 Candlelight Worship 11:00 pmÐ12:00 amFaculty Mtg (Fellowship Hall) 3:30Ð5:00 pm
3s PS Christmas Program (Fllwshp Hall) 10:00Ð11:30 am Friday 12/25 - Christmas DaySalv Sta Christmas Svc Practice Meal (Cafet) 5:00Ð6:00 pm
Senior Social (LH CafŽ) 1:00Ð3:00 pm All Closed for Christmas BreakLadies Aid Mtg (Fellowship Hall) 7:00Ð9:00 pm
Man-to-Man (LH CafŽ) 7:00Ð9:00 pm Christmas Day Worship 10:00 amSalv Station Christmas Practice (Sanct) 7:00Ð8:00 pm
Wednesday 12/16 Sunday 12/27Bd of Prop & Finance (Min Ctr B) 7:30Ð9:30 pm
4s PS Christmas Prog (Sanc & Fllw Hll) 9:30Ð11:30 am No Youth Event - Christmas BreakWednesday 12/2
Royalton Manner Comm Svc (On-Site) 10:00Ð11:00 am Monday 12/28Stephen Min Supv Mtg (MC) 8:30Ð10:00 am
Advent Worship Svc 6:30Ð7:30 pm School Closed for Christmas BreakStephen Min Supv Mtg (MC) 6:30Ð8:30 pm
Adult Choir Practice 7:00Ð8:00 pm Bd of  Elders (2nd flr Min Ctr) 7:30Ð10:00 pmAdvent Worship Svc 6:30Ð7:30 pm
Thursday 12/17 Tuesday 12/29Adult Choir Practice (Room 104) 7:00Ð8:30 pm
5s PS Christmas Prog (Sanc & Fllw Hll) 9:30Ð11:30 amSchool Closed for Christmas BreakThursday 12/3
Scrapbooking (Fellowship Hall) 5:30Ð10:30 pmWednesday 12/30Band/Choir Concert 7:00Ð8:30 pm

School Closed for Christmas BreakSaturday 12/5
Thursday 12/31 - New Year's EveMen's Ntwk Islam Part II (LH CafŽ) 9:00 amÐ1:00 pm
All Closed for Christmas Break
New Year's Eve Worship  6:30Ð7:30 pm

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Sonriser's Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 6:45Ð7:45 am
MOMs Group (Lwr Lvl Min Ctr) 8:30Ð11:00 am
Thursday
Adult Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 9:30Ð11:00 am
Divorce Care (LH CafŽ) 7:30Ð9:30 pm 
Sunday

ADDITIONAL EVENTS THIS MONTH

This Month at T rinity

PLEASE NOTE:
Men's Network: Islam (P art II) ¥ 12/5 ¥ 9 am ¥ LH CafŽ

Pastor Batsky R etirement R eception ¥ 12/6 ¥ 11:30Ð12:30
Fellowship Hall

Single's Seminar "How to Get a Date W orth Keeping
12/12 ¥ 9:00Ð3:00 ¥ LH CafŽ

Christmas W ish Tree Deliveries ¥ 12/18 ¥ 11Ð2 ¥ LH CafŽ
Community Christmas P arty ¥ 12/19 ¥ 12:00Ð2:00

Fellowship Hall
See Holiday W orship Schedule on P age 3

December 2009

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 2 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31
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PRAYER POWER ~Joyce Rudowske

The Gift of P rayer
Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be
healed. James 5:16 (NIV)

December is here! All of us are busy baking , decorating , shopping , wrapping , practicing , planning , 
traveling , doing all those things that make Christmas "the most wonderful time of the year". In all this 
activity, have you taken time to think about what you want to give to T rinity Lutheran Church this year? 
No, not Trinity the building or T rinity the organization, I'm talking about T rinity Lutheran Church the 
people, the children, the families, the you and me and we that are the body of believers who are the 
church at Trinity Lutheran Church in St. Joseph, Michigan. I know what you are thinking , "what could we 
possibly give to us?"

What about giving the gift of prayer? I know that we have all prayed for each other in times of need and 
times of celebration. W e have dedicated prayer warriors who are on the prayer chain. W e have prayers for 
each other in church, at meetings, and in classes. All of that is wonderful and needs to continue, but this 
gift of prayer would be intentional, weekly prayer one for another .

It could work something like this; starting Christmas week, when you come to church you would pick the 
name of another member to pray for the following week. Member's names can be found in the bulletin, 
on the screens, on the name tag boards, or just look around and pick someone. W rite their name on your 
bulletin and when you get home put their name on your mirror or refrigerator . Make an intentional effort 
to pray for that person all week. The next Sunday you would pick a new person to pray for the following 
week. If you miss church one week, pick a name out of the Connected or church directory . So each of us 
would be praying each week for a different member of T rinity Lutheran Church thus we would be giving 
each other the gift of prayer . 

Now some of you are thinking , "what if I don't know what to pray for them?" God knows!! Invite God the 
Holy Spirit to come along side you as you pray for your person (R omans 8:26). He is always ready to help 
us pray. Would you tell the person you are praying for them? That's entirely up to you.

What would happen in our congregation if we did this for a whole year? W ould we see some positive 
changes in the way we look, act, and think as the body of Christ at T rinity Lutheran Church? Should we try 
it and see? What do Y OU think? 
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